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Under Fo a of Inſtrument to the COMMITTEE of the late 
Gencal-Aſjembly, by the Minifters Delegate for that. Exd, 
£0m the Dioceſſes of Aberdein, for themſelves and in Name 


A 


of all their Adherents, 


+ 


Licenſed accoming to Ow 


<— 


E the Miniſters of the Dioceſs of Aberdein, Mur- 

ray, Roff, Kanthnes, Orkney, and the Shire of 

Angus and Mernes do hereby declare, that 

..__ we cannot own the Aﬀemblies of our Pres- 

byterian Brethren, ſince the laft Eſtabliſhment tohave been 

the full.and ſound Repreſentatives of this National Church ; 

And conſequently that no Perſon or Perſons whatloever, by 

virtue of any De s oa from them, can jultly claim a pow- 

er to be Judges of our Lives and Doctrines, according to 

what we have expreſt in the Queries given in to: the Com- 
miſſioner, the Tenor wheregf is as follows. 


I, 


| Heregs according to the Principles of Presbyterian 
Goverament, thers ought to be np higher degree of 

Paſtors in the Church than Presbyters, and all Presbyters 

are-equal in Power and cam” We deſire to know bl 
| | waar 
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 , what Divineor pores: By * the 5© ok be os 
__ ing Minifters, net beingun a arge within-this King- 
-\ ©. did take won them the ole Bxcciſc of the Eccleſs. 
ftical Power of this National. Church-; And have:exeited a 
more abſolute Authority and Juriſdiction over their Bre- 
thren, goo of 2006 Migifters,who were'in Office when Epiſ- 
copacy was laid aſide, than ever the Biſhops pretended to, 
-who never claimed a Power to make ACts concerning the 

Church, without canſeat of its Miniſters. , 
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Ince according to their own Principles, the power of 
g Preaching the Goſpel, and admjniſtring the Sacraments, 
and'the power of Diſcipline. and Governmeatr are inſeparable 
in the Office of a Paſtor : Queritur, If that Conſtitution of 
Church Goverament beJawtul, which extends to the great- 
eſt part of the Paftors of the Church 'from having any 
ſhare in the Government thereof. 
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CEcing.no Afﬀembly of Charch-Officers. can juſtly. claim: 
% I any Authority or Juriſdiction over a Church, wherein 
that Church is not +" Sov moapnggr and a Church:cannor 
be repreſented in one Aſſembly in which their Delegates are 
not allow'dto fit; and that by. the Conttitution of this 
Church,. General Afﬀſemblies. do conſiſt of Commiſſioners 
from all Presbyteries: within: the Kingdom. Queritur, How. 
the late Presbyterian Afſemblies\can be owned for a lawful 
General-Aſſembly of this Churchy, ſeeing they conſiſted in- * 
tirely of the-Presbyterian Party ; And the Presbyters of the 
Diocels and Shires anent, had no Commiſſioners preſent” at 


| thels Afſernblics, nor had they a call to ſend any. - 


IV.. Since 
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ca by the Principles already mentioned, all Perſons have 

one equal right to ſhare in theGovernmenr of thatChurch, 
whereby they are Members and Office-bearers : And ſince 
the whole Body of the Paſtors of this Church, who were in 
Office at the time of the Eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopacy, cannot 
be charged with Ignorance, groſs Error, Immorality of Life, 
or ſupine negligence in their Office : We cannot underſtand 
how the Coofieurion of the preſent Church-Goveramentr 
and late Aſſemblies can be juſtified, by the Presbyterian Mi- 


niſters but upon Suppoſition, that the whole Body of Paſtors . 


are either no Miniſters of the Goſpel, or guilty of ſuch Cor- 
ruptions upon the account of, their Principles and PraQtifes, 
in relation to Church-Government, as that they are not wor- 
thy to be truſted with the Exerciſe of the pawer which. be- 
longs to the Paſtoral Office, which we cannot own without 
either renouncing our Miniftery, and declaring all the. Acts 
of our Miniſterial Function, void and null, or condemning, 
theſe Principles and- Prattiles which we judge to be ju 
and lawful. 
T- 


\ Ueritur, Whether the Annual Office- of Ruling nov 
| Preaching Elders, choſen out amongſt the People and. 
join'd to the Miniſters in Kzrk Seſſions ; Presbyteries,Provin- 
cial and General Aſſemblies, and their Committees to aſſiſt 
_ and concur with them in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment, can be warrantably attirmed to be of Divine In-- 
ſtirution. And if any Foot-ſtep of ſuch one Office doth appear 
1a the PraGtiſe of the:-ancient Church, or any plain convince- 
ing Proof of its Inſtitution, can be produced out of the Scrip- 
tures ; And if this Office be not of Divine Inſtitution, whe- 
_ thera Judicatory confiſting in point ofſfuch Officers, pretend- 
ing to Divine Inſtitution. And to act by Warrand and Com- 
. quilion. from Jekus Chrift be a lawful-Judicatory.. 
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| "ow: Therok ee gon many: rig 
| which we are reſolved'n 
E* vous our {clves unanimouſly obliged ro/ "retite 
| ings, AQs and Sentences, in the quality of an ] cle Es : 
= haſte Judicator; and t6 Appeal to Their Majefties K. Wil © 
Jian RN Ns as Supreme Judge under God Within theſe 
_ _ »Dominions, and'tothe next lawfully conſtitute and orderly 
2 2p: Ty ene of this bs 1 erin , 
roteſt tence pait or to' any ot 
| pies num pong are cited or may be cited' before this Oaks 
mittee, and d6 Appeal to Their Maj ies as laid is. And 
SORES 2 Iv wore Þ any that are truly . 
Scandalous, (if any Tuch be amongſt us) nor as we would 
yo: {i alldue deference to this  Commitree in*ſuh< 
| g to them, if they cloathed' themſelves only with 
"Y tion from a-Civil Power ; butthat-we cannor until 
we be reſolved in the ancnt Seruptes, acknowledge any Ec- 
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FE _ _ clefiaſtical Power or Juriſdiction 1n this Committee, or their 

5 FRE | Conſtituents to be Judges of any of our Number. And fi- 
f nally we proteſt that this our Proteſtation and Appeal __ 
| pros with the ies anent as they were giver in 


of this Proteſtation' be inſert eecbatim 1 in the : Re 
cords 0 che Committee ; Adfotaram rei memoriam. 


OR. BL 2  Tndorſed, © 


on : 


' "The Regular Clergies Proteftation and Appeal ew. the C 
mittee of Merge 1694 ” 
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